March 15, 2011
Dear Senator:

On behalf of the America’s Great Waters Coalition, we urge you to reject extreme provisions in
the House-passed Continuing Resolution that threaten to undermine the restoration and
protection of our Great Waters and the millions of jobs and other economic opportunities that
depend on them. Far from a legitimate effort to cut wasteful federal spending, the House CR cuts
restoration funding by more than 50 percent and includes anti-restoration riders that block our
efforts at reducing pollution and otherwise ensuring safe and clean drinking water for
communities all across the country.

America’s Great Waters are essential to our nation’s growth and prosperity. Great rivers like the
Ohio, Colorado, Missouri, Mississippi, and Rio Grande; giant freshwater ecosystems like Lake
Champlain, the Everglades, and the Great Lakes; and coastal bays, estuaries, and gulfs like
Chesapeake Bay, Puget Sound, and the Gulf of Maine are vital for transportation, commerce,
food, water, power, recreation, and our national identity. Alarmingly, with $2.5 billion in cuts to
clean water and restoration programs, the House CR represents a retreat from what has been a
national commitment to ensure the health and vitality of these natural systems.

The reduction of investment in our restoration efforts will have a direct correlation to the slowing
of pollution reduction and job creation, impacting many sectors including the construction sector
which was heavily hit in the recent economic downturn. We all are combating threats like
polluted runoff, sewage overflows, and invasive species while at the same time trying to restore
our ecosystems in order to protect the drinking water for millions of Americans. We cannot
afford not to protect our Great Waters. The longer we wait the more expensive and difficult it
will be to solve the problems we all face.

In addition to funding cuts and their impacts to clean water and the economy, the CR also
includes language to block EPA from using its authority under the Clean Water Act to ensure
that our waterways are safe for drinking, swimming, and recreation. Two of the most egregious
anti-environmental riders would block efforts to reduce pollution in the Chesapeake Bay and in
Florida including the Everglades. These riders are not just cause for concern in the affected
states but to all of us seeking to protect and restore our Great Waters.

The health of America’s Great Waters is directly linked to the nation’s economic recovery and
the creation of jobs. A recent report by Mather Economics found that every $1 invested in
Everglades restoration generates $4 in return. A study by The Brookings Institution found that
restoring the Great Lakes will bring the eight-state region at least $2 in economic benefits for
every $1 of federal investment. Cutting funding slows down our restoration efforts, letting
problems get worse and more expensive to solve and costing us opportunities to create hundreds
of thousands of jobs.

Our Great Waters sustain this nation physically and financially. Whether it is for drinking,
fishing, transportation, recreation, trade, or energy, keeping them clean and accessible is
essential to our health, happiness, and financial wellbeing. Turning our backs on restoration



efforts long underway jeopardizes not only the health of our waters, but also our prior investment
in saving them.

Again, we urge you to reject the cuts to restoration programs and the anti-restoration riders in the
House CR and work to restore the investment in our great waters.

Sincerely,
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