
      December 13, 2013 

Congressman Paul Cook, Eighth Congressional District 

1222 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Congressman Cook: 

 

The National Parks Conservation Association’s (NPCA) mission is to “Protect the national parks for present and future 

generations.”  We have 800,000 active members and supporters nationwide, including over 100,000 in California and two 

offices in the California desert: Barstow and Joshua Tree.  Our desert offices work closely with local businesses, chambers of 

commerce, communities, the media and elected officials to further protect the spectacular natural and cultural legacy of our 

national parks.  

NPCA and the undersigned coalition of desert businesses agree that there is a direct, reciprocal relationship between 

adequately funding our national parks and the economic health of our region’s local businesses.  Adequate funding of our 

national parks ensures that nationally important natural and cultural resources are protected; interpretation programs educate 

the public; maintenance staff can repair critical infrastructure and law enforcement can make sure that visitors have a safe and 

enjoyable experience.  In light of the devastating government shutdown, sequester and other recent cuts to the National Park 

Service budget, we respectfully request that you work proactively with the budget committee, appropriators, leadership and 

your other colleagues in Congress to end the sequester and ensure that national park funding is restored by the National Park 

Service’s hundredth anniversary in 2016. 

More than ever, local business owners are rallying behind their neighboring National Parks. The recent government shutdown 

was a brutal reminder of the direct connection between national parks and the success (or failure) of local businesses.   Across 

the nation, local economies experienced a loss of more than $30 million in direct visitor spending each day national parks were 

closed.   When the parks are closed, tourists cancel their trips, visitor spending ceases to exist and our local businesses suffer a 

devastating loss. However, chronic underfunding of our national parks is an equally serious threat and has created a National 

Park Service operating shortfall of more than a half billion dollars each year and a deferred maintenance backlog of nearly $12 

billion. 

Our desert national parks are powerful economic engines that drive the tourist economy of our region and support numerous 

local businesses.  In 2012, Death Valley National Park hosted 984,568 visitors, the Mojave National Preserve hosted 542,527 

and Joshua Tree National Park saw an overwhelming 1,396,117 visitors. These visitors ate in restaurants, slept in hotels, bought 

gas and souvenirs, spending almost $100 million in our desert gateway communities.  Moreover, in 2010, during the height of 

the worst recession since the Great Depression, the desert national parks supported over 1,200 full and part time jobs. 

It’s clear that our Desert National Parks play a key role in the economic well-being of our local economy; we must avoid another 

shutdown and provide parks with needed support through consistent and adequate appropriations for the National Park 

Service.  However, we must do more than just keep our parks open.  We need to invest in the special places that protect our 

American heritage and draw tourists from throughout the world. That’s why we are asking you to address both the acute and 

chronic, long term problem of underfunding by working to end the sequester and adequately fund the national parks by their 

Centennial in 2016.   Both acute and chronic funding shortfalls are cause for great concern because they impair the National 

Park Service’s ability to maintain visitor services, protect treasured resources and bolster the local economy.  

Sincerely, 



Seth Shteir, California desert field 
senior field representative 
National Parks Conservation 
Association  
61325 Twentynine Palms Hwy. 
Suite D. 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
29 Palms Inn 
Paul Smith, Owner 
73950 Inn Ave 
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277 
 
Bistro Twentynine 
Sam Provost, Karen Provost & 
Coleen Anderson, Owners 
73527 Twentynine  Palms Highway 
Twentynine Palms, California 
92277   
 
Natural Sisters 
Kristi Lopez, Owner 
61695 Twentynine Palms Highway 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Joshua Tree Health Foods   
Linda Perry, Owner 
61693 Twentynine Palms Highway 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Hotel 29 Palms 
Venokumar Nathraj, Owner 
71809 Twentynine Palms Highway 
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277 
 
Country Inn 
Venokumar Nathraj, Owner 
71829 Twentynine Palms Highway 
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277 
 
Holiday Inn Express 
Venokumar Nathraj, Owner 
72535 Twentynine Palms Highway 
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277 
 
Best Western Gardens at Joshua 
Tree National Park 
Jim Bowie, General Manager/ 
Owner 
71487 Twentynine Palms Highway 
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277 
 
ARTFX 
Carlos Reyes 
55836 29 Palms Highway 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
 
 

Willie Boys 
Nick Leon, Owner 
50048 Highway 62 
Morongo Valley, CA 92256 
 
Cactus Mart 
Nicole Holland, Owner 
49889 Highway 62 
Morongo Valley, CA 92256 
 
Sam's Market  
Jinder Sings, Owner 
61739 29 Palms Highway 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Hospice of Morongo Basin 
Ramon Lomeli, General Manager 
61675 29 Twentynine Palms 
Highway 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Mike's Liquor  
Ravinder Kaur, Owner 
61739 29 Palms Highway 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Park Rock Cafe  
Nelson Munez, Owner 
6554 Park Blvd 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Sam's Pizza  
Jinder Sings, Owner 
61380 Twentynine Palms Highway 
#13 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Sam's Smoke Shop 
Jinder Sings, Owner 
61380 Twentynine Palms Hwy 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Hill Market  
Jinder Sings, Owner 
1160 Old Woman Springs Road, 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
 
Inspire property Management  
Julianne Bruley, Owner 
56187 Twentynine Palms Highway  
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
 
Route 62 Vintage Marketplace 
Dawn Blevins, Dennis Blevins, 
Owners 
55635 Twentynine Palms Highway 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
 

Hoof and the Horn 
Jen Michael, Adam Yuratovac, 
Owners 
55840 Twentynine Palms Highway 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
 
Carla's Route 62 Diner 
Carla Adamson, Owner 
55405 Twentynine Palms Highway 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
 
Tamma's Magic Mercantile 
Tamma Rae McCombs, Owner 
55727 Twentynine Palms Highway 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
 
Rose and Buster's  
55834 Twentynine Palms Highway 
Yucca Valley, 92284 
 
ECLECTICA 
Susan King, Owner 
55818 Twentynine Palms Highway 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
 
Peter M. Spurr, Broker Associate 

Joshua Tree Realty 

61325 29 Palms Hwy. Ste. C 

Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

 

Thomas P. Fauls, Real Estate 

Associate 

61325 29 Palms Hwy. Ste. C 

61325 29 Palms Hwy. Ste. C 

Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

 

Mindy Kaufman and Drew Reese 

Spin and Margie’s Desert Hide-A-

Way 

64491 Twentynine Palms Hwy 

 Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

 

Karen Lowe, Realtor 

 Inspire Real Estate 

DRE Lic #01487 

Morongo Valley, CA 92256 

 

John Schuster and Clea Benson, 

Owners 

Instant Karma Yoga Studio 

61738 Twentynine Palms Hwy 

Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

 

 



Miriam Seger, Owner 

RusticModern Vacation Rentals 

Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

 

Thomas Fjallstam, Owner 

Mountain Vista Desert Retreat 

Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

 

Levon Kazarian, Owner 

Crossroads Cafe, Joshua Tree 

61715 29 Palms Hwy 

Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

 

Indy Amos, Owner 

Joshua Treets Ice Cream Company 

Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

 

Gary Bowers, Owner 
Joshua Tree Transport 
PO Box 1572 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Travis Puglisi 
Event Production Specialist 
8737 Paradise View Road 
Yucca Valley, CA. 92284 
 
Nicholas and Jenny Holmes, Owners 
Holmes Health 
62057 29 Palms Hwy. 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
David Fick, Owner 
IDavid Graficks 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Stacey Clayton, Michelle Nemechek 
and Valerie Eagle Heart Meyer, 
General Partners 
Rainbow Stew 
55509 Twentynine Palms Hwy.  
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
 
Nicholas and Jenny Holmes, Owners 
Holmes Ecological Design and 
Construction 
62057 29 Palms Hwy. 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Nicholas and Jenny Holmes, Owners 
Solstice Eco Building Supply 
62057 29 Palms Hwy. 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Ryon Weber, Captain and CEO 
Pie for the People! 
61740 Twentynine Palms Hwy, 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Cheryl Kandel, Owner 
Stitch Art Studio 
PO Box 958  
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Deborah Bollinger, Owner 
Bollinger Consulting Group 
PO Box 3204 
Palm Springs, CA 92263 
 
Cary and Sherry Harwin, Owners 
Catalyst Development 
56925 Yucca Trail 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
 
Jonathan Stone, CPA 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 

David Jesse McChesney, Owner 
Out My Windows 
Nature and Wildlife Imagery 
P.O Box 2191  
Joshua Tree, CA 2191 
 
Robert C. Maling, Jr., President 
JT LilyPad, LLC 
61720 Commercial Street 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Scott   Cutler and  Steve Pratt, 
Owners 
Sacred Sands Bed and Breakfast 
63155 Quail Springs Rd 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

Dan O'Dowd Productions and Black 
Ops VideoCam 
62021 Mountain View Circle 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

Sukhdev Samra, Owner 
Quiznos Sub 
57750 29 Palms Hwy.  
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
 
Ethan Feltges, Owner 
Coyote Corner 
6535 Park Blvd 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Douglas (Buck) Buckley 
Desert Permaculture Improvement 
Contractor 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
 
Dianna Looney, Owner 
Ma Rouge Coffee 
5584 Twentynine Palms Hwy. 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

 



 


