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“GRAND
CANYON
NATIONAL
PARK IS THE
POSTER CHILD
FOR PROBLEMS
CAUSED BY
DEFERRED
MAINTENANCE.”
— Kevin Dahl,
NPCA Arizona
Senior Program Manager
NPS/Michael Quinn.

A SIGN OF THE TIMES?

T

he only times Grand Canyon National
Park has been completely closed to
visitors in recent years were the result
of government shutdowns. The next closure
could occur at any moment, although hardly
without warning, due to the failure of a
pipeline that is the iconic park’s only source
of drinking water.
Construction of the Trans-Canyon Pipeline,
which stretches 13 miles from a natural spring
below the North Rim to the heavily visited
South Rim was completed in 1970. Nearly
50 years of weather extremes and the Grand
Canyon’s rugged landscape have taken a
serious toll on the aluminum pipeline. The
frequency and severity of leaks and breaks
continue to increase each year. Damage
by flash flooding in 1995 caused extensive
damage that required 23 million gallons of
emergency water – 85 truckloads each day –
to be trucked in to keep the park open while
repairs were made.

INSIDE:

Grand Canyon National Park’s deteriorating
water pipeline is one of the most glaring
and potentially catastrophic results of the
National Park Service’s deferred maintenance
and repair backlog that now stands at nearly
$12 billion. But it is not the only troubling
result of our parks being starved of urgently
needed funds. In fact, an aging and leaking
pipeline is not even the only problem that
could leave visitors to the Grand Canyon
dismayed and disappointed.

Deferred Repairs = Diminished
Visitor Experiences
Discussions of deferred repairs involving
multi-billion-dollar costs can seem abstract.
Closed trails, crumbling historic structures
and overgrown campsites, however,
are not abstractions to visitors hoping
to fully experience national parks and
create memories to last a lifetime. That is
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TELL CONGRESS
TO RESTORE YOUR PARKS

Y

ears of hard work by NPCA staff, members and
activists paid off recently with passage of the
Restore Our Parks and Public Lands Act in the
House of Representatives’ Natural Resources Committee
and a similar bill, the Restore Our Parks Act, in the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Committee.
The legislation in each chamber, which
is sponsored by parks champions
on both sides of the aisle, calls
for dedicating $6.5 billion to
national parks infrastructure
repairs over five years.
That would be enough
to cover more than half
of the nearly $12 billion
deferred repairs backlog
— including the National
Park Service’s highest
priority projects.
With committee
passage in both
chambers, Congress
has taken an important
step closer to ensuring
that our national parks can
continue to provide safe
conditions for visitors while
enhancing access and better
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telling our shared American story. Now it is up to us to make
sure the full House and Senate reconcile the differences
between the bills and pass this crucial legislation.
Whether passage comes during the “lame duck” session of
Congress or in the new Congress is impossible to predict
as this newsletter goes to press. But this much
is certain: Trustees for the Parks must
continue to lead other NPCA members
and all national parks enthusiasts in
keeping pressure on lawmakers to
restore our parks.
Call your Representative
and Senators (U.S. Capitol
switchboard: (202) 224-3121)
to express your support for
the Restore Our Parks Act in
the Senate and Restore Our
Parks and Public Lands Act
in the House and request
their votes whenever it
comes up for consideration.
Also check npca.org
regularly for updates on
the legislation and easy,
effective ways you can make
your voice heard in support
of your national parks.

A Sign of the Times?
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particularly true in “bucket list” destinations
such as Grand Canyon National Park.
In addition to the breaks in the TransCanyon Pipeline that could leave visitors to
the South Rim without drinking water, three
of the park’s main trails need to be repaired.
Fixing the South Kaibab, Bright Angel and
North Kaibab trails is estimated to cost
$33 million. Another $11 million worth of
maintenance is needed at various camping
areas, picnic shelters and scenic overlooks.
Two main roads — Desert View Drive along
the South Rim and Cape Royal Road at the
North Rim — require another $10 million in
repairs and improvements. The park’s more
than 200 historic structures need repairs
carrying a $5.5 million price tag.

VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK (MN)

Those are among the
reasons NPCA Arizona Senior Program
Manager, Kevin Dahl, says, “Grand Canyon
National Park is the poster child for
problems caused by deferred maintenance.”
Dahl works tirelessly to not only draw
attention to the park’s maintenance issues,
but to convince lawmakers in Congress to
appropriate the funds needed to tackle a
growing list of repairs. Last summer, he

formally presented NPCA’s comments
on National Park Service alternatives
and mitigation measures relating to, “the
problem of a leaking, break-prone pipeline
that has gone on too long.”
How much longer Grand Canyon’s deferred
repair-related problems will persist and
worsen remains an open question. But
hopes are rising for finally seeing those
problems tackled due to bipartisan
congressional action on the Restore Our
Parks and Public Lands Act. (See story at
left, page 2).

Nationwide “To Do” List
As indicated, Grand Canyon National Park
is not the only national treasure in need
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of sewage spilling into the Merced and
Tuolumne Rivers.
Denali National Park and Preserve
(Alaska) – Maintenance on Denali Park
Road, the only way to access the heart of the
park, is the most pressing among numerous
needs.
Voyageurs National Park (Minnesota)
– Approximately $4.5 million worth of
deferred maintenance of campsites, trails
and docks; with several docks requiring
complete rebuilds.
Thanks to the leadership and dedication
of Trustees for the Parks, NPCA is the
most vigorous and vocal advocate of
greater investments in America’s national

BREAK IN THE
TRANS-CANYON
PIPELINE AT
GRAND CANYON
NATIONAL PARK

NPS/Emily Mesner

NPS

of repairs.
A few examples of other parks in need
include:
Yosemite National Park (California)
– Three wastewater treatment plants need
$80 million in repairs to minimize the risk

parks. Pressing members of
Congress and the president to work together
to fix parks will stay at the top of our to-do
list until this vital, long-delayed work is
complete.

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK (CA)

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK (ID, MT, WY)

TWO YELLOWSTONE VICTORIES
NPCA Trustees for the Parks played a key role in two
recent wins for Yellowstone National Park.

T

he first good news came on September 24 when a federal judge blocked the
Trump administration’s attempt to strip Endangered Species Act protections
for grizzly bears in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. The ruling, in response
to litigation filed by Earthjustice on behalf of NPCA and our conservation and tribal
partners, spared grizzlies that call Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks home
from a hunt that was scheduled for this autumn. NPCA Northern Rockies Regional
Director, Bart Melton, hailed the ruling and called on Department of Interior officials
to, “go back to the drawing board and determine the best way to ensure a healthy
long-term future for Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem grizzlies.”
The second big win for the world’s first national park was formalized by Interior
Secretary, Ryan Zinke, on October 8. Heeding input from NPCA staff, our supporters,
partner conservation organizations, and more than 400 local business and
landowners comprising the Yellowstone Gateway Business Coalition, Secretary Zinke
signed a 20-year development ban to protect 30,000 acres of public lands just north
of Yellowstone from gold mine development. The ban keeps Yellowstone safe from
the proposed mines for two decades. NPCA aims to make this a permanent victory by
urging Congress to pass the bipartisan Yellowstone Gateway Protection Act.
READ MORE AT:
https://www.npca.org/grizzly
http://www.npca.org/mineralban

President’s
Perspective

Georgia Evans/Dreamstime
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PCA’s founder Robert Sterling
Yard made a plea in 1920, just
one year after the creation of
NPCA. He asked people to join the
organization because “Our National
Parks System is suddenly facing a new
and deadly peril, far the greatest in its
history, which shall need your help to
combat.”
In fact, the lead article in that issue
of The Nation’s Parks, an NPCA
publication, was titled Hands Off the
National Parks. In it Yard discussed
“…assaults by commercial interests
upon the integrity of our national
parks…”
One hundred years later, two very
important things remain true. We need
your help to combat the threats facing
our national parks, and our parks
have been threatened by commercial
interests for as long as the parks have
been in existence.

YELLOWSTONE LAKE (WY)
NPS/Neal Herbert

At the time of that writing by Yard,
NPCA was fighting the damming
of Yellowstone Lake by “powerful
irrigation interests,” as well as other
attacks on the waters of our national
parks.

Today, we are
still fighting against
commercial interests
who seek to exploit
the land in and
around our national
parks. Perhaps most
pressing is our work
to stop rapidly encroaching oil and
gas development, as you’ll see in
this newsletter. Our lands are being
auctioned off before our eyes, forever
changing these landscapes we’ve
cherished for so long.
We stood up to threats a century ago,
and we will continue standing up to
them today. And we know we can
count on you to stand alongside us
and fight for our public lands for those
who will come long after us.
Thank you for all you do.
Sincerely,

Theresa Pierno
President & CEO

SHOWING RESPECT, EARNING TRUST:
NPCA OUTREACH TO INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES
NPCA Southwest Senior Regional Director,
David Nimkin, notes an historic inter-tribal
coalition was invaluable in establishing
Bears Ears National Monument in Utah.
“It was a privilege to work alongside people
of the Hopi Tribe, Navajo Nation, the Ute
Indian Tribe, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and
the Pueblo of Zuni to secure protections
for Bears Ears,” Nimkin says. “Now we are
fortunate to have their help and ethical
leadership in opposing the administration’s
attempts to strip protections from a
priceless cultural and natural heritage that
belongs to all of us.”
Michael Jamison, Senior Program Manager
in NPCA’s Northern Rockies Regional
Office, describes his work with tribal
representatives as, “the most meaningful
and rewarding work I do. The more I learn
from members of the Blackfeet Nation as
well as other Tribes and First Nations,
the more I discover how much more
they have to teach me. It’s a respectful

and mutually beneficial relationship.
Blackfeet interests, such as protecting
sacred wildlands along Glacier National
Park’s southern border, match up with
NPCA’s mission. Plus, we’re now working
with tribal leaders on several projects
with objectives such as social justice and
economic equity, which were overlooked
in the past but are now becoming higher
priorities.”
Building authentic, durable relationships
with indigenous communities is an
ongoing process that NPCA is committed
to advancing over the coming years and
everywhere we work.

Stephen Legault
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As part of NPCA’s commitment to
respecting the values and cultures of
all stakeholders involved in protecting
and enhancing national parks, we are
increasingly mindful of indigenous
communities’ unique experiences —
including the trauma of being forcibly
evicted from their lands and denied access
to sacred sites. Accordingly, we are mindful
of the importance of acknowledging that
fraught history and bridging cultural

gaps while working to accomplish key
conservation goals.
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y definition, national parks belong
to all Americans. Some Americans,
however, trace their connection
to and reverence for those special places
much further back in history than others.
Native Americans have ancestral ties to
some of the most beloved national parks —
Grand Canyon and Yellowstone included
— as well as numerous public lands
stretching from Hawaii to Florida and
Texas to Alaska. And those communities
have recognized and cherished these places
as special long before official designation as
such from Washington, DC.
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Centennial Preview

NPCA CELEBRATES 100 YEARS

2

019 will mark NPCA’s 100th year as the leading defender and champion
of America’s national parks. As we look forward to celebrating our
centennial with great excitement, it is also instructive to look back at
NPCA’s first century of conservation action and impact.
In a 1921 article from our archives, NPCA Founder Robert Sterling Yard,
“called upon the people themselves to meet the emergency” of legislation
that might open the door to, “entire commercialization of all national parks.”
Nearly a full century has passed since NPCA began working at every level
of influence — from communities to Congress — to protect and enhance
national parks. But our mission remains unchanged. And because the sort
of threats Robert Sterling Yard described as part of “The War On The
National Parks” still exist today and will no doubt persist, NPCA must
remain vigilant in defending national parks for the sake of our children
and grandchildren.
With the help of Trustees for the Parks, we will keep fighting to ensure
national parks thrive for another 100 years, working towards a park
system that tells the stories of all Americans, and building the most
diverse generation of park advocates in history.

Join us at our premier Centennial
events across the country as we
celebrate our national parks and
all who speak up on their behalf.
SAN FRANCISCO CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION 2019
February 7
Letterman Digital Arts Center
San Francisco, CA

SALUTE TO THE PARKS 2019
April 3
National Building Museum
Washington, DC

NEW YORK GALA 2019
October 17
Ellis Island
New York, NY

NPS

IN 1934 NPCA SUCCESSFULLY ADVOCATED
FOR NUMEROUS PIECES OF FEDERAL
LEGISLATION THAT SET THE STAGE FOR
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF EVERGLADES
NATIONAL PARK (FL).

BIRD’S EYE VIEWS OF SOUTHWEST PARKS

P

ictures are worth far more than 1,000 words when it comes
to describing the threat posed to national parks by rapidly
encroaching oil and gas development. That is why NPCA
worked with aerial photographer Chris Boyer to provide startling
bird’s eye views of public lands near national parks across Colorado,
New Mexico and Utah.
As part of the Trump administration’s “energy dominance” agenda,
more than two million acres of public
lands are set to be auctioned off
for oil and gas drilling by the
end of this year. Land up

for grabs include parcels near Canyonlands National Park, Chaco
Culture National Historical Park, Carlsbad Caverns National Park,
Dinosaur National Monument and Petrified Forest National Park,
among others.
NPCA believes that energy development should not harm our parks or
the ecosystems and climate they depend on. When energy resources
are developed on public lands we demand adequate public input,
thorough environmental reviews, and safeguards that prevent harm
to parks that belong to all Americans.
READ MORE AND SEE OTHER AERIAL VIEWS AT:
https://www.npca.org/birdseyeview
DINOSAUR NATIONAL MONUMENT (CO, UT)

CHACO CULTURE
NATIONAL HISTORICAL
PARK (NM)

Chris Boyer/Kestrel Aerial Svcs

STRENGTHEN NPCA AND SUPPORT THE NATIONAL PARKS

B

ecause of our Trustees for
the Parks we have achieved
remarkable victories for our
parks over the last ninety-nine years.
Thank you!
NPCA’s Trustees for the Parks are a
community of donors that commit
an annual gift of $1,000 or more to
ensure we can continue to protect
and preserve our national parks.
Your Trustees for the Parks Benefits
include invitations to:
• J
 oin NPCA program staff at
national park events across
the country, including specially
planned park tours
• P
 articipate in briefing calls with
NPCA strategists on park-related
policy and legislative issues

You will also receive:
• A
 subscription to National Parks,
NPCA’s award-winning magazine
• A
 n in-depth quarterly newsletter
created especially for Trustees for
the Parks
• D
 iscounted ticket offers for NPCA
events
• Important and timely news
about how we are putting your
contribution to work for our parks
• R
 ecognition in NPCA’s annual
report

CONSIDER A LEGACY GIFT
Many people like to leave a gift to
charity in their will because they care
about the causes that are important
in their lives. Please contact West
Honeycutt to learn more about

making America’s national parks a part
of your enduring legacy at 877-4685775 or whoneycutt@npca.org.

Join us to protect
America’s legacy
for the next century.
Stay connected to
NPCA’s advocacy
opportunities and
take action to protect
your national parks all
from your phone.
Text PARKADVOCATE
to 52886

RK (UT)
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PARTNERING TO PROTECT NATIONAL PARKS
NPCA partners — Travelodge and SunPower — are
offering our Trustees for the Parks special benefits
and discounts. We hope you can take advantage of
one of the deals below.

NON PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
NATIONAL PARKS
CONSERVATION
ASSOCIATION

777 6th Street, NW | Suite 700

Receive 20% off your stay
at Travelodge. Simply book
online at Travelodge.com and
click on Corporate Code under
‘Special Rates’ when booking and enter 1000022661 for
your discount.

Washington, DC 20001-3723
P 202.223.6722 | F 202.872.0960 |

npca.org/trustees

Now through July 11,
2019, each NPCA member
or supporter that has a
SunPower® home solar system installed through this
program will be eligible to receive a $500 mail-in rebate
and SunPower will provide a donation of $500 to
NPCA. For more information about this partnership
and to inquire about going solar, please visit
https://go.sunpower.com/partner/NPCA/.

EXPLORE UTAH, SEPTEMBER 16 – 25, 2019
EXPERIENCE THE ICONS,
DISCOVER NEW SITES
You are invited to join NPCA and Black
Sheep Adventures on two incredible hiking
journeys through the beautiful national parks
and monuments of Utah.
We are excited to offer exclusive itineraries
for Trustees for the Parks members to give
you a behind-the-scenes look at how your
support has made it possible for NPCA to
defend these valuable places. Guided by
NPCA park experts and local naturalists, our
journey includes exploration of icons like Zion
and Bryce Canyon National Parks, as well as
new sites like Bears Ears National Monument.
Contact jdial@npca.org or (202) 454-3305 to
find out more and reserve your spot.
BRYCE CANYON
NATIONAL PARK (UT)

ZION NATIONAL PARK (UT)
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