




Above: Stanley Walker on Sapelo
Island, credit: Joshua Jenkins













Above: Mammoth Cave National Park,
credit: Zrfphoto @Dreamstime









At 438.,oo,o acres,, the Okefenokee 

Swamp in south G,eorg1a is a national 

WHderness Area and the largest National 

WHdlife Refuge east of the Mi'ssi·ssippi. 

The Refuge is a des'ignated Wetland of 

llnternati1onal lllm1portance, world­

renowned fo·r thie biological diversity of 

its vast labyri1nth of cypress forests, pine· isllands, lily ponds, and blackwater channelsJ 

containin,g tho,usands of species,, including the imperiled wood stork, eastern indi'go 

snake,, gopher torto1·se, and red-c,ockaded woodp,ecker The Swamp·
1

S Ame·rican alligator 

popullation alone is estimated at 15,000 T'he Okefenokee is also the· source· of lboth the

Suwannee and St. Mlarys rivers, two large,ly u1nsp0Hed waterways vital to Atlantic and 

shortnose sturgeons and other fish sp,ecies in re,g1onal declin·e� 

lln June of 2025, a long six-year strugglle· to p·revent m11ning on the edge of the 

Okefenokee National Wildllife Refu1ge reache·d a successfu1I ,ou1tcome· when Twin Pines 

Minerals, an Alabama-base·d compan1y, agre·ed to sell all of their l,and holdings in the 

area - over 8,000 acres of su1rface area and acc·ompanyin,g mineral rights - to The

Conservatio,n Fund., a nation,al land trust speciaHzing in acquirin,g at-risk landsJ for just 

unde·r $60 millli' on. NPCA became a foundi'ng memlber of the Okefenokee Prote,ction

Alliance (OPA) - httQs://Qrotectokefenokee.org. - to oppose this proposed min1e,. OPA

playe,,d a key role in defending1 this special pllace by helping to lay the groundw·ork of 

public and political support that made The Conservation Fu1nd's land deal possible ..

lln Marchi of 2026 J th·e state of Georgia an1nounced the· acquisition of more than half of

th,e site - about 4,o,oo acre·s - funded in part by a $7 milli'on grant from the Georgia 

Outdoor Stewardship Program. This land wHI now become Georgia's newest state 

wildlife m1anagement area, slated to ope·n in 2027 under the· De,partment of Natural 

Resources and manage,d to provide h11gh-quality habitat an,d public access for hunting,, 

fishing, and other· outdoor recreation. 

Top Right: Kayaking at the Okefenokee , 

credit. Larry A .. Woodward/USFWS 

https://protectokefenokee.org




Visit us at np,ca.org to learn more, 

Southeast Regi'onal Office 

7'75 Haywood Ro,ad, Suite, A 

Aslhev'1Ue,, NC 28,806

Photo cred11't:: John Wollwerth@dream1stime .. com1
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