





Above: Stanley Walker on Sapelo
Island, credit: Joshua Jenkins


















Above: Mammoth Cave National Park,
credit: Zrfphoto @Dreamstime












At 438,000 acres, the Okefenokee
Swamp In south Georgia is a national
Wilderness Area and the largest National
Wildlife Refuge east of the Mississippl.
The Refuge is a designated Wetland of
International Importance, world-
renowned for the biological diversity of

Its vast labyrinth of cypress forests, pine islands, lily ponds, and blackwater channels,
containing thousands of species, including the imperiled wood stork, eastern indigo
snake, gopher tortoise, and red-cockaded woodpecker. The Swamp’s American alligator
population alone is estimated at 15,000. The Okefenokee is also the source of both the
Suwannee and St. Marys rivers, two largely unspoiled waterways vital to Atlantic and
shortnose sturgeons and other fish species in regional decline.

In June of 2025, a long six-year struggle to prevent mining on the edge of the
Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge reached a successful outcome when Twin Pines
Minerals, an Alabama-based company, agreed to sell all of their land holdings in the
area - over 8,000 acres of surface area and accompanying mineral rights - to The
Conservation Fund, a national land trust specializing in acquiring at-risk lands, for just
under $60 miliion. NPCA became a founding member of the Okefenokee Protection
Alliance (OPA) - https://protectokefenokee.org - to oppose this proposed mine. OPA
played a key role in defending this special place by helping to lay the groundwork of
public and political support that made The Conservation Fund’s land deal possible.

In March of 2026, the state of Georgia announced the acquisition of more than half of
the site - about 4,000 acres - funded in part by a $7 million grant from the Georgia
Outdoor Stewardship Program. This land will now become Georgia’s newest state
wildlife management area, slated to open in 2027 under the Department of Natural
Resources and managed to provide high-quality habitat and public access for hunting,
fishing, and other outdoor recreation.

Top Right: Kayaking at the Okefenokee ,
credit: Larry A. Woodward/USFWS


https://protectokefenokee.org
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Visit us at npca.org to learn more
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